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THE BALTIC (VISBY) PROGRAM 
SUMMER UNIVERSITY 2011 


Name of the Course: 

“The Open Society – Sweden as an example, Human Rights in Sweden and Swedish Involvement in Human Rights Issues in the World”
Course Organizer: 

Svefi Academy (Sverigefinska folkhögskolan, Haparanda, Sweden: www.svefi.net) 
The Summer University Course is financed by the Swedish Institute (www.si.se)

Dates for the Course:  15th- 29th August 2011
Deadline for Application: 15th April 2011
On-Line Application to this course is submitted via the web site: www.svefi.net/su 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE SUMMER COURSE 2011 VISIT: WWW.SVEFi.NET/SU
Course Description:

The aim of the Summer University Courses financed by the Swedish Institute is to generate even more interest for cooperation with Sweden and studying in Sweden.

The goal of the undergraduate course ”The Open Society - Sweden as an example, Human Rights in Sweden and Swedish Involvement in Human Rights Issues in the World” arranged by Svefi Academy, is to demonstrate to the participants how the Open Society works in Sweden, how Human Rights are applied on different levels and in different areas in the society as well as consider Sweden’s involvement into Human Rights issues and role in the world.
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:

- Participants will be able reflect on the role of the open society and its role in promoting human rights, analyse and compare situation in their own countries and in Sweden in such areas where discrimination occurs, such as national minorities, freedom of speech, rights of the people with disabilities etc.
- Participants will get an overview of how the principles of openness and accessibility are realised in the border region and across the borders with our Swedish-Finnish HaparandaTornio region in focus, you will have a chance to analyse how people can put efforts together, find advantages in cooperation and influence the situation in their community and their region in a positive way.
- Participants will get an overview of the role and work carried out by the state, mass media’s and NGOs’ in order to promote and protect HR within different areas by providing information, debating issues in the mass media, campaigns, networking between different organisations.

- Participants will get better understanding and information about practical work with protecting human rights, i.e. parallel reporting, distribution of the information on HR, follow-up and supervision carried out by the individuals, NGOs and the state.

- Participants will get a better understanding for Sweden’s standpoint and involvement into the Human Rights issues in Europe and in the world.

Preliminary schedule is available at: www.svefi.net/su/schedule.xls
Who Can Apply ? (Admission Requirements)
· By the time the course starts you will need to have completed at least 3 (three) years of university studies, so from three up to five years of university studies. This is the course for the undergraduate students and for those graduating in summer 2011.
· You need to possess an excellent command of English

· Participants with majors in social and political science, cultural studies, journalism, international relations, social work and rehabilitation and related spheres are most likely to benefit from the course. Genuine interest for the open society, human rights and practical experience within those areas is a merit. However students with other university majors are also welcomed to apply if they find that the subject areas of the course are in the scope of their study interests. Please be aware that in order to accommodate the interests of the students with different educational backgrounds no extra priority is given to just one specific subject area. As you will see from the schedule the layout of the course is quite balanced between different subject areas as HR is a very wide area. Those willing to apply have to do it by submitting on-line application no later than  April 15, 23.59 CET.

· You are eligible to appy if you are from Belarus, Russia, Sweden or Ukraine

· You did not participate in the Swedish Institute’s Visby Programme Summer University in 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 or 2010.
* Our recommendations to the applicants and reservations:

Participants with majors in social and political science, cultural studies, journalism, philology, social work and rehabilitation as well as related spheres are most likely to benefit from the course. However students with other majors are also welcomed if they find that the subject areas of the course are in the scope of their study interests (see the preliminary schedule). Please be aware that in order to accommodate the interests of the students with different educational backgrounds no extra priority is given to just one specific subject area. As you will see from the schedule the layout of the course is quite balanced between the subject areas. You should not expect from this course that you will be stuffed and saturated with ultimate theoretical knowledge within the area that you are expert in yourself. Neither can you expect that 100% of what you learn from the lecturers you will be able to use when writing your Master's or Ph.D diploma, as some of the classes will be very practical and empirical when a lot of time will be set aside to hear your opinions and thoughts. This course apart from the goals and objectives identified by Svefi and SI is also the space for interdisciplinary dialogue for you and your peers from 3 different countries and various fields of studies; it is a tremendous possibility to share experiences and knowledge even with each other.
HOW TO APPLY ?

First, decide which course you would prefer to attend. From this site you can only apply to the course " The Open Society - Sweden as an example, HR in Sweden and Swedish Involvement in HR Issues in the World". Kindly refer to the detailed information about the other 4 Summer University courses arranged in 2011 by other schools. More information you will find on the web sites  www.si.se  and www.studyinsweden.se  and the links provided there.

Please make sure that to you complete two parts of the on-line application and that you proceed to the second part of the application process where you enclose the required documents listed below (otherwise your application won’t be considered):

• A personal essay, explaining your motivation for applying to the Swedish Institute Summer University, the reasons for your choice of the course and a brief description of who you are and your future plans. It is worth mentioning why the theme of open society and Human Rights is important to you and what personal experience you have in the field of human rights (two pages).

• A curriculum vitae (CV). 

• Copies of university transcripts/records of the courses attended and passed translated into English and signed by the university official (Dean of your faculty or your supervisor, preferably with a university stamp. You can make translation yourself as long as it is stamped and signed by the university official). 

• A statement concerning English language proficiency, from a person representing a university department or results from a TOEFL test/other equal tests.

Do not send your application by ordinary mail to Svefi Academy or Swedish Institute but use the on-line application function. The enclosures should be scanned in and attached to your on-line application. PDF format is preferred. The size of each attachment shouldn’t exceed 2 Megabytes. 

Note that the on-line application forms to OTHER SUMMER COURSES are available at the web sites of schools arranging those courses. Links are provided here: www.si.se or www.studyinsweden.se  

If you apply to more than one course please mention that in the application. Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

Letters of acceptance/rejection will be mailed out to you by e-mail before May 15, 2011. 

Selection criteria

We will make a selection of candidates based on the following criteria:

Your suitability for the selected course based on the academic and personal information provided, i.e.
• Your academic background and qualifications including English language

• An evaluation of your motivation to participate in the chosen course, your previous experience, genuine interest for human rights, your expectations and plans to apply your knowledge and acquired experience in the future.
f) Names and short presentation of teaching staff:

        From Svefi:

Eivor Olofsson, rector and a contact person within The Swedish Institute
Alexei Usov, teacher and a project coordinator who has worked previously with Summer University Courses, a course coordinator, a contact person of the course.
Raija Hiivala, teacher

Henry Ollinen, Social Studies teacher, teacher, a responsible person for outdoor activities.

Stig Hedlund, teacher, member of the local parliament, project manager, sound engineer 
Ragni Huhta, Marika Loper, responsible for accommodation and emergency issues
Janne Posti, music teacher

Expected External lecturers: 

Lars Elenius, Ph.D., Docent, Lecturer at Luleå University of Technology
Malcolm Dixelius, journalist, expert on Russia
        Staffan Svanberg, Lecturer on environmental issues, consultant, Haparanda
Tytti Isohookana-Asunmaa, Dr of Political Science, University of Oulu, former Minister of Education and Finnish Representative in the EU.

Petros Gougoulakis, Ph.D., Docent, University of Stockholm
Tommy Jensen, Ph.D., Docent, University of Umeå

And a number of other lecturers

*** BE AWARE that the lecturers may change but the subjects covered will be about the same as stated in the schedule.

g) Different pedagogical approaches will be used by the lecturers leading the course. The course will combine different forms like lectures, workshops, discussions and seminar tasks or assignments to be solved in groups or individually and followed up by presentations. Participants are guaranteed at least five lectures/seminars of 40 minutes with teachers five days a week. Moreover, the participants will have guided assignments, workshops and study visits. The working hours will be between 8.30-15.30. Outside these times, participants will work on their assignments and there will be free time activities and entertainment including national evenings for all participating countries. 

i) Study visits at Haparanda city hall and a number of other local places will be part of the programme, as well as a visit to the area above the Polar Circle. A day trip to the Arctic Circle, app. 250-350 kilometres north of Haparanda, is a natural part for the course participants. Then we will probably visit Santa Claus and enjoy the beautiful nature of the Torne River valley in both Finland and Sweden. A number of other exciting studying activities are planned outside Svefi Academy.
j) Literature list – link will be provided during the summer on the web site IF the lectures decide that you have to read something in advance to prepare for their class.
k) Assessment

In order for participants to receive a course certificate, full attendance is required at lectures and workshops. Active participation in the seminar assignments is encouraged. The participants will be most likely divided into groups and will be working in the designated group throughout the course with an assignment in order to present a report at the end of the course. 
The participants will have to pass a test at the end of the course that covers the content of the whole course and its different aspects.
l) Social activities:
National evenings for all countries involved will be arranged. During these evenings, the participants will plan the programme for the evening influenced by their nationalities and traditions. Also free time activities such as Swedish brännboll (sports), a visit to the swimming arena in Tornio (sports) and music evenings with Svefi’s staff are included in the schedule. Participants will also have possibilities for versatile activities such as fishing near the Tornio River, outings in the nature, sports in the school’s gym as well as golf and biking tours on their own. Other regular courses (General, Art, Music, Sound Engineering etc.) will start at the end of August, which gives you an opportunity to meet the Swedish students.
The participants of the course will have an excellent opportunity to pass through the Polar Circle 130 km North of Haparanda and maybe even meet the Santa Claus in Finland.
Practical information

a) Contact e-mail address:
For assistance and arrangements Alexey Usov/Ragni Huhta: (su2011@svefi.net)
b) Arrival date: 15th August 2011(morning)

     Departure date: 29th August 2011 (noon)

Earlier arrivals and later departures are available at a surcharge of 15 euros/day.
c) How to get to the course:
On the site for the course www.svefi.net/su/travel.html you will find a detailed explanation and maps showing location and how to get to Svefi Academy. The course will be held in Haparanda, Sweden. The address of Svefi Academy is Torget 3, 95332 Haparanda, which is in the very centre of Haparanda town. If you are taking a bus then it is just a 500 meter walk from the bus station.  
Since Haparanda is situated on the border to Finland, The cheapest way to travel to us is probably by bus (www.matkahuolto.fi) or train (www.vr.fi) via Finland. Tornio, the Finnish town, is situated just on the other side of the river, and the town centres of Haparanda and Tornio are just 500 meters away from each other. Another Finnish town nearby is Kemi. It is situated app. 20 kilometres away from Haparanda. You can travel to Kemi by train from St. Petersburg or Moscow with one change along the route near Helsinki. Some of the trains stop even in Tornio! When booking check if your train goes all the way to Tornio! If you choose to travel by plain please check AirBaltic www.airbaltic.com, which usually arranges direct flies from Riga to Oulu (130 km from Haparanda). Other airlines’ sites: www.flysas.com/ru/ru/ (when flying from Stockholm to Lulea), www.fc.fi (when flying Helsinki-KemiTornio), www.finnair.fi (when flying Moskow/Kiev/St.Petersburg –Helsinki/Kemi-Tornio)They have discounted prices if you book in advance. Sometimes it is cheaper to book your plane tickets via an Internet travel agency like www.travelocity.com or www.travelstart.se There is also a possibility to travel Stockholm-Lulea by train (www.sj.se) or bus (www.tapanis.se).
Travel grant, Accommodation, Meals and Study Visits

Practically all the costs of participation in the Summer University are covered by the Swedish Institute. Travel costs will be refunded to the participants with a grant of SEK 3000 (about €320) upon completion of the full course period. Swedish Institute will also cover participants' accommodation, meals and activities included in the study programme during the course. The travel grant and the money covering accommodation, meals etc. are transferred directly to the institution arranging the course. You will receive your travel grant of SEK 3000 directly from the institution arranging the course, i.e. Svefi Academy.

About the Course Organizer:
a) Web address for the course: www.svefi.net/su 

     Main web site of the Svefi Academy: www.svefi.net
b) Profile of the course organiser: Svefi Academy is an independent adult education centre founded in 1973. It is characterized by flexibility and possibility to study according to students’ needs and interests. The working methods secure rapid adjustments of study plans whenever needed. The students’ wishes and individual needs for support and tutoring are the starting point in every study programme. Svefi Academy offers a number of different 1 to 3 year courses; among them are courses in Art, Interior Design, Music, Sound Engineering, Lighting Design, Performance Art, a General course etc. There is also a great variety of short courses and distance courses that are arranged throughout the year.

c) Svefi Academy (Sverigefinska folkhögskolan), Haparanda, Sweden. We are situated on the border to Finland, just a few hundred meters from the centre of our Finnish twin town Tornio. Svefi Academy was originally founded for the Finnish immigrants who needed to improve their level of knowledge. Now the target group has been widened and Svefi Academy has students not only from Sweden but also from the Barents region and other countries. Svefi Academy carries through the principles of liberal adult education which is free from government intervention and has its roots in popular movements. It contributes to raising the level of education, to bridging the gaps of learning level, to broadening the interest in culture and to increasing people’s social commitment. That is to strengthen and develop democracy.
d) Svefi’s Premises: Svefi Academy is situated at the central square in Haparanda. The study environment is genuine and inspiring. There is a library, gym, 2 saunas, 3 music halls, and 3 sound studios, 4 computer rooms with Internet connection, 10 class rooms and 6 working rooms. The teaching premises are equipped with 50 computers with Internet connection available for the students during daytime. 

The school’s dormitory/hotel, conference centre and restaurant Minerva together constitute a part of the school’s activities and contribute to an increased social fellowship.  
Accommodation (www.svefi.net/hotell.html): During the course most of you will stay in double hotel-standard rooms with WC and shower, wired or wireless internet access and access to a shared living room. There will be 5 or 6 single rooms available as well. There will be a possibility to meet other students attending Svefi’s regular courses during the second week of the Summer Course. Meals: During your stay most of the meals you will be having at Svefi’s restaurant Minerva: (http://minerva.svefi.net )
PLEASE CHECK THE WEB SITE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SUMMER COURSE 2011: WWW.SVEFi.NET/SU
Sverigefinska folkhögskolan/Ruotsinsuomalaisten kansankorkeakoulu

Box 154, S-953 24 Haparanda  tel +46 922 688 00  fax +46 922 688 08

e-post: info@svefi.net  www.svefi.net

